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TE QUIERO
Mario Benedetti

Si te quiero es porque sos If I adore you it is because you are
mi amor, mi complice y todo my love, my intimate friend, my all;
y en la calle codo a codo and in the street, arm in arm,
somos mucho mas que dos. we are so much more than two.
Solo

Tus manos son mi caricia, Your hands are my caress,

mis acordes cotidianos my daily affirmations.

te amo porque tus manos I love you because your hands

trabajan por la justicia. work for justice.

Tus ojos son mi conjuro Your eyes are my lucky charm

contra la mala jornada against misfortune.

te quiero por tu mirada I adore you for your gaze

que mira y siembra futuro. that looks to and creates the future.
Tu boca que es tuya y mia, Your mouth is yours and mine,
tu boca no se equivoca your mouth is never mistaken:
te quiero porque tu boca I love you because your mouth
sabe gritar rebeldia. knows how to cry out for rebellion.

Solo

Y por tu rostro sincero And for your sincere face

y tu paso vagabundo and wandering spirit

y tu llanto por el mundo and your weeping for the world—-

porque sos pueblo te quiero. because you are the people, I love you.

Y porque amor no €s And because our love is

aureola ni cindida moraleja neither famous nor naive,

y porque somos pareja and because we are a couple

que sabe que no est sola. that knows we are not alone.
Te quiero en mi paraiso, I want you in my paradise,
es decir que en mi pais which is to say, in my country;
la gente viva feliz I want the people to live happily
aunque no tenga permiso. even though they aren’t allowed to!

Te Quiero is an original song from the Argentinian composer of popular music, Alberto
Favero. He sets to music a moving poem of Mario Benedetti (b.1920), one of the best known poets
from Uruguay. Benedetti, whose works include a vast collection of poems, novels, and tales,
always writes in a very clear and expressive manner. His solidarity with the Latinamerican
people and the sincerity with which he expresses the social, political, and economic problems of the
continent have won him world-wide recognition.

The music of Alberto Favero is vivid and expressive, particularly in the setting of this
poem, where melody and text achieve a perfect unity. The choral arrangement of Liliana
Cangiano, one of the most talented choral arrangers of popular songs in Argentina, gives a new
dimension to this work, which is included in many choral programs today.

The cover art is by Catalina Celis Reasoner, a Venezuelan folk artist who now lives in the
United States. Of her drawing for Te Quiero she writes: "The couple in the drawing is not alone;
they are more than two. They are part of an oppressed country screaming rebellion, represented by
the reaching, angry, fighting hands. They are protected by their own love and their guardian
angel that represents the hope, the justice, and the possibility of a future full of the freedom
signified by the doves.”

Maria Guinand





